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| 0 ” FRI EN D in the Country, &c. 3 3 | 


5 Am greatly oblig d to you for any e you ſhe. 

to have the famous Memorial of the famous Mr. 
? Roland Cotton ſet in a true Light; which I ſhall cur- 
= ſorily, clearly and impartially do, and doubt not but 
that you ( as well as every unprejudiced Perſon) will 
be of Opinion with me, That the Memorial and 
Memorialiſt deſerve nothing but Scorn, and Contempt. > 2 
And that its not to be counted for, why the Ho- _ 
. nourable Houfe of Repreſentatives did not rather ſpurn it out than take _—_ 
the leaft Notice of it; of which you'll be the better Judge, by the _ 
Letters and Proofs herewith preſented you. The firſt in Grder, ; is a 
Letter to a Friend at Moburn; of which the following | is a 'Copy. 3 „ 


* . ? - : 7 5 > 9 


To Mr. Samuel N hompſon at Woburn. 1 
P! 


e Mr. Roland Cotten, _— late Repreſentative, greatly 
4 *© 1mpoſes upon your Town, by pretending to be in the Coun 

. << Intereſt; and that he was Nay i in voting about the Supply of tlie = 
8. ce Treaſury; both which, to my certain Knowlege, are notoriouſñj 
555 Kalle. As tothe Firſt, to my certain Obſervation, as well as many worthy 1 
Ke Gentlemen in the Gout he is as great a Tol as any in it; and it is the 2:4 
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to have the famous Memorial of the famous Mr. 

8 ? Roland Cotton ſet in a true Light; which I ſhall cur- 
ſorily, clearly and impartially do, and doubt not but 
that you (as well as every unprejudiced Perſon) will 
be of Opinion with me, That the Memorial and 
| Memorialift deſerve nothing but Scorn, and Contempt. 
S And that its not to be accounted for, why the Ho- 3 
nourable Houſe of Repreſentatives did not rather ſpurn it out than take 
the leaſt Notice of it; of which you'll be the better Jud e, by the 5 3 
Letters and Proofs herewith preſented you. The firſt in Boles, + Sa a2 
Letter to a Friend at Moburn; of which the following i is a Copy. * 1 
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To Mr. Samuel Tj homp on at Woburn. = 
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CC ee Mr. Roland. Cotton, = late Repreſentative, greatly — | + 
1 © 1mpoſes upon your Town, by pretending to be in the Country , © © 
. >< Intereſt; and that he was Ney in voting about the Supply of the , 

YA “ Treafury ; both which, to my certain Knowlege, are notorioufſñ 

Ar, alle. As tothe Firſt, to my certain Obſervagion,as well as many worthy 3 
Gentlemen: in the Court, he is as great a Tol a as any in it ; and it is dhe LE Fe 
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Character. 
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66 
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© yerſal Surprize of all good Men, That the Town of J/oburn is ſo 
unjuſt to themſelves and the Province, as to ſend him. And as to 
his being Nay, it is notoriouſly known, he was Neuter in the Houſe ; 
and I preſume, put himſelf into the Papers to deceive his Town : 


But hope their Eyes will be open, and they'll be thoroughly con- 
* vinc'd, That he can't faithfully do his Duty as a Clerk and as a 


© Repreſentative (if he does it as either) and that for the Good of their 
© Town and Country, they'll reject him, and ſend a better Man. The 


< above, ( if diſputed ) I can cafily prove by Gentlemen of -undoubted 


WMWDuoun Humble Servant, 
Bos ro, May hs A. ot, 
SET 


15. 1740." 


4 


Give me Leave, Sir, to rea at as to my Opinion of his being 


a Tool, it's not worth while to Tabour it, becauſe I apprehend it's ſelf 
evident; and of which can produce ſuch Proofs as the Nature of 
the Thing admits of. But as to his being Nay, in voting about the 


Supply of the Treaſury, it is notoriouſly known, he was Neuter in the 
Houſe, (though this Year, for ſupplying within 1741, perhaps to re- 


ceive, his own Pay) which I prove by ſuadry worthy Gentlemen, then 


Members of the Houſe, as appears by the following Certificates: 


To Mr. Flag of Woburn. 
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| 4 HAVE not the leaſt Inclination to concern my ſelf in the Dif- 


pute between Meſh. Allen and Cotton. But being inform'd, 
> „that it's reported at Woburn, in order to hurt My, Allen's 


„Character, as if when you and Mr. Thompſon came to enquire 
* of me, Whether Mr. Cotton was really ( as Mr. Allen in his Letter 


6e 


had charged him) a Neuter on the Queſtion for ſupplying the Trea- 
ſury-- That 1 told them I had ſeen that Letter, and refuſed to ſign 
Neighbcur's Character, require me to declare, That if any ſuch Re- 
port there be, it is groſly falſe and injurious: And you knowing it 
to be ſo, ought to contradict it wherever you find it. You 3 
| | . & well 


* 


it, becauſe it was falſe. I think Truth and a tender Regard to my 


ky 
Ke 


* 
* 
5 


L237] 


well I told you, that as Mr. Cotton, when his Turn came, ſhould 
have declared himſelf either Ya or Nay upon the Queſtion then put; 
ſo Mr. Allen, when he repreſented, that he did not, ſhould have 
given the Account of that Matter 1 in all its s Circumſtances, 


Yours, 


Bos r oN, June 


18. 1740. 


ce 
* 
cc 


cc 


ce 
cc 
( 
ce 
C. 
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Mr. Edvard Bron of 7's Certificate. 


Tee as Mr. Famer Allen has declar* d, That when the Mn 


„ bers of the Houſe of Repreſentatives anſwer'd a Queſtion put 


to them on the 25thof March laſt, about ſupplying the Frea- 


„ ſury, to be drawn in before the Year 1741, Mr. Roland Cot- 


ton was Neuter ; And the ſaid Mr. Cotton's Conduct in that Affair 
has been repreſented fo as to bear injuriouſly on Mr, Allen's Cha- 
racer, I think my ſelf oblig'd in Juſtice to e the Matter as 


fully and exactly as I can remember. 


After the Houſe of Repreſentatives had reſolved to vote by Teas. 


and Nays on the aforcfaid Queſtion, Mr. Cotton was directed to take 
the Liſt of the Members, and call upon every One in order as they 
ſtood on the Lit: When the Cal was over, ſeveral Members were 


uneaſy that Mr. Cotton ſhould paſs over his own Name and not 
vote with the reſt : 


ſrom voting 2, unleſs when there Was 4 Tye. 


Edward Bromfield. 


BosToN, June 


o. 1740. 
* 
257 


Thomas Cuſhing, Jun. 


And being queſtion'd by ſome of the Mem- 
bers of the Reaſon of his Conduct, he 5 That he was not 
calld upen; and alſo added, That the Speaker aud Clerk were excus'd x 


— 
== 


. 


1 . : : my Y 


Mr. Adam Cuſhing's Certificate. 


* 
3 


5 March 25. 1739. In the Houſe of | Repreſenta- 


tives. 


CP HE Queſtion was put, Whether the Fhuſe womld proceed to make 


any Supply of the Treaſury with Bills of Credit, ta be drawn in 


' before the Year 1742? Which Vote was deſided by Leas and Nays > _ 
« And in trying ſaid Votes, Mr. Cotton ſtood Neuter till the Houſe | 


c 


was adjourned that Evening: And the Reaſon he gave that Evening 


6 was, That in ſuch Votes the Speaker and Clerk were excuſed, unleſs 


CC 


« there ſhould be a Tye, And ſince, vz. this preſent Year, he told me 
yy the ſame Reaſon. mo 1 — 


June 24. 1740. — i Adam Cuſhing, . 


But ſome of his Stictlers (who perhaps are afraid an honeſt Letter 
might go to their Towns, and let em know when fender Points, and 


Affairs of Conſequence come upon the Carpet, their Members dodge and 


' keep out of the May) have urg'd that ſaying, He can't do his Duty as ; 
Clerk and Repreſentative, is a great Reſiection; I think none at all, as I 
meant it, (and of which Opinion ſome of his own Friends have been 


from the Multiplicity of the Buſineſs, and not in an adverſe Senſe ; 


which I doubt not could have made appear in either Senſe, could the 


Honourable Houſe have ſtoop'd fo much below their Honour as to have 


entred into the Merits. But as Mr. Memorialiſt threatens to ſue at 
Common Law, I may then perhaps have an Opportunity, &c. In the 
mean Time I am not greatly terrified, becauſe the Damages can't riſe 
higher than the Thing damnified : As if I damnified a Bag of Cotton, 
and the Damages prov'd, I can but pay for the Bag. Rs 

But I was ſo far from attempting to ruin his Character ( which perhaps 


may be loo late for me to de at this Time of Day] that I can make it 
appear, I was not ſo much as officious in his Election, as appears by the 


following Certificates "Re 9 1 64 | 
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C3] 
Mr. Thomas Temple's e 


cc] 1 Subſcriber ceftify and ſay, That whereas there was a Dit. 

pute at Moburn, Whether Mr. Roland Cotton, our late Repre- 
ſentative, was Neuter or not, when the Queſtion was put in the 
Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives, by Yeas and Nays, about ſupply- 


cc 
K 


ing the Treaſury? I for my own Satisfaction apply d to Mr. Fames 
Allen at Boſton, and deſired him to ſet the Matter in a true Light; 
CC 


* and heard his Opinion ask'd, Whether it might not be beſt to in- 

form the Selet-Men? To which the ſaid Mr. Allen made Anſwer, = 
% That as to the I hing he thought it notoriouſly true; and as it was 1 N 

a publick Fact he'd give it under his Hand to his F riend at Moburn, 

0 who might ſhow it to Mr. Cotton if he deny'd it: But as to ſend- 

1 ing it to the Select-Men, he could by no Means think it "Pe to 

3 intermeddle with the Town Affairs. 


cc 


; 8888 8 BEL l e 2008 = 
Mr. Samuel Thompſon” s Cer e „ 


cc] THE Subſcriber teſtify to the Truth of the above, and further 
by declare, That I applied myſelf to Mr. Allen, Mr. Cuſhing and Mr. 
„ Bromfield, and they all ſatisfied me that he was a Neuter. 


Samuel T, hompſon. 


But 1 was credibly inform'd, That this ſame Mr. Cotten made In- Y 
tereſt againſt me with Gentlemen of the Silver Bank, and why not 
equally faulty? Nay, more faulty than to write to a private Friend 

aa public Fact? And where is the Difference, as to intermeddling, be- 
> tween writing in Favour, or to the Prejudice of a Candidate ? Which 
0 . introduces the Letter of * Lug, Eſq; 


. „ 
8 2 * 


C 


id 
ST be, gu, 1197 


61 


The Letter of John Quincy, Eſq; q; to 
Mr. | Roland Cotton. e 


SIR, 


cc Am very ſorry your Meſſenger has been Jetain'd ſo long, which 


„ happen'd by my Abſence "from home, when he came to my 


4 Houſe, being but this Minute, about Nine o'Clock this Evening come 
* home. I am much ſurprized that any ſuch Report ſhould be "ſpread + 
©8 


* Queſtion was decided by Yeas and Nays, which I think altogether falſe 
and groundleſs; for I am very ſure I did not then call upon you for 
your Vote myſelf, nor do I remember that any other Perſon did fo. 
And you did very right ſince you inſerted your Name, to do it accor- 
ding to your Judgment. 
Il hope that this Report will not be now improved to your Diſad- 
vantage in your Election approaching; but that the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives may have your Company and Aſſiſtance another Year, 


ce 
C 
© 


eh where I ſhall be yoo to meet with you. 


Who am ich great Reſpect, 
Hir your Punble bY ervant, 


5 \ 
Braintree, May. 


A; 10% John Quincy. 


A true Copy of the Otioinel upon File. 
Atteſ. John en Town Clerk for u oburn. 


Which I think deſerves che Notice or W bat ut ob- 


ſerve, The Reaſon given, why he thinks the Report of ſaid Cotton's 
being Neuter is falſe and groundleſs, becauſe he nor any other Perſon 
call'd upon him; and the Reaſon he gave for himſelf was, That the 
Speaker and Clerk: were gen d from voting; (which is falſe in Fact) 
but in an idle, filly Manner 
endeavour to excule it, as muſt be allowed by every Perſon . 
| O 


both which Reaſons allow the Fact; 


concerning you, relating to the Supply of the "Treaſury, when the 
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CD71 
of diſtinguiſhing, F or the Speaker had no Right to call upon any. 
Man, becauſe the Order of the Houſe was, That the Clerk ſhould call 


every Man by Name, and take the Anſwer Yea or Nay 3 and Mr, 
 Memorialift, as Clerk, ought to have call'd upon himſelf as Repre- 


ſentative, (for if he will appear, he ought to act in two Capacities) 


and not after the Court riſes inſert his Name in the Liſt of Nays, 


left his Town ſhould ſtone him: But all this may do well nouph 


for a ſix Days Probatum eft Clerk, for his Imprimatur runs for no 
longer Lime, 


1 ſhall now give you the Vote of the Honourable Houſe of Re- 


, ities, and let every Man of Thought, or even of common 


Senſe, judge the mighty Reaſon the Memoriali? has to crow, or 


whether he does not glory in his Shame ® And how it was poflible 
with the leaſt Propriety, for the Houſe to take any Notice of his 
Memorial, which they voted not cognizable before em, and yet (t) 


n a very "[lighty Manner ) partly granted the Prayer, and at the ſame 
Time "IO ed the Memorial to be Lad d, which is as follows: 


Frcs of & Mhe-) Tothe and e 
) of Repreſentatives / Aſſem- 


SAcHUSET TS“ "BAY. 


bled in Hoſton, May 29. 1740. 


The Memorial of Roland Cbtton, Repreſentative 
of the Town of 7/7, oburn, 


3 dls  heweth, 


_*© Houle theſe three Years paſt, and as a Member thereof, to 


well ba H /4 T your Memorialiſt has tad the Honour of a Seat in this 


„the utmoſt endeavour'd to Terve the true Intereſt af his 


„Town and Country with Fait#fulneſs and Integrity. 
£ That the Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives of the laſt Year, 
< elected him their Clerk, in which Capacity he ſerv'd to their Accep- 


| © tance: Notwithſtanding which, Mr. James Allen, one of the Re- 


<* preſentatives for the Town of Bien for 92 5 laſt and preſent Mou 
as 


— 


r 


** I (by a Letter ſigned by his own Hand) which has been induſtri- 


& 


oe me 


155 Character of your Memorialiſt with his Confiituents, and thereby 
hinder his Election: The faid Letter containing divers Things of 
your Memorialift which are falſe and injurious, as will appear fr om 
an atteſted Copy thereof herewith preſented to this Honourable Houſe. 
«© Your Memorialift therefore humbly prays this Honourable Houſe 
to take the Premiſes into your ſerious Conſideration, and take ſuch 
Meaſures to vindicate the Honour of this Houſe of Repreſentatives 
*. * and the Character of your Memoriali/t, as ſhall be agreable to Truth, 
— „ Tuſtice and the known Integrity of the Repreſentative on Mo of this 
_ * , „ 6 PROVINCE; 


And as i in Pay bound ſhall ever Pray. 


Roland Cotton. 
Ar true Copy of the Original upon File. 


Atteſt, Roland Cotton, Cler. | Rep. 


a 


c 
cc 
799 


* 


* * 


ay + 
EC 


Aſtoniſhing this to a low and common, or at leaſt tolerable Un- 
derftanding | And who can account for it? That an honeſt, innocent 
private Letter, ſent to a private Friend by a private Hand, about a 
private Man, neither of the Parties being either Officers or Mem- 
bers of the Court, not then ſitting, or ſo much as in being, could pro- 
duce a Complaint or Memorial that could poſſibly be allow'd ſo much 
as to lie on the Table ! I could recite to you many little, low, mean 
Circumſtances and Contrivances of the Memorialiſi, were it worth 
while to trouble you, or my ſelf about *em ; as producing a falſe Copy 
of a præpeſterous Record of a Town Clerk, and denying in the Houſe 

that he had any other Copy ; for which refer you to the own Clerk's 
Certificates as follows, Dix. 


C Certificates of the Town Clerk of 
LY 8 Woburn, May 31/t. 1740. 


18 Nuk SE may certify whom. it may 'concern, That at the ſame 
. * * Time I gave Mr, Reland Cotton a he of Mr. James Allen's 


1 Letter | 
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y fpread about the Town of Woburn, endeavoured utterly to ruin | . 


3 


ASE 
Letter, bearing Date May the 15th, 1740. I allo gave him a : 


Copy of the Honourable Fohn Quincy Efqr's; Letter of Braintr, 
bearing Date May the 22d. vos a me, 


 Waburn, May 31. 1140. = Ds 35 ; 
Fobn Ruſſel Town Clerk for Woburn. 


cc W HEN I received Mr, Allen's Letter, at the lower End thereof, 
t the Paper being folded up and ſealed, which Seal I thought to 
be the ſealing of the Letter when ſear up to the Town, but this Day 
© upon viewing the ſame, am of Opinion, there is ſome writing ſealed 
up, what I do not know, having not opened the Seal but kept it 
JJ to me. et! 1 . | 5 
Moburn, May 31. 1740. 


"Fobn Ruſſel Town Clerk for Woburn. 


As alſo denying me a Copy of his ſuperfine Memorial, and obliged me 
to move for an Order of the Houſe, and then obtain'd it ; and when 
he was jealous of the Fate of it, ſtood up with a Paper in his Hand 
(which I ſuppoſe was a Vote ready cut and dry'd ) and demanded 
of the Houſe to vindicate his Character (a fine Buſineſs for the Houfe 
to ſet upon, and perhaps an impoſſible Taſk ) But the Houſe not think- 
ing it proper to be cram'd with his Vote, (though the ſingle Point upon 
the Carpet, and for which the Memorial was refer'd, was, //heihcr 
the Memoria] ſhould be ſuſtained or not? ) directed Judge Graves and 
Major Pomroy to draw up a proper Vote, which they bro't in, and was 

accepted by the Houſe, with ſome Amendments, And now, pray 
Sir, give your ſerious and reverend Attention to this nighty Support of 
Mr. Memorialis Character, Parturiunt Montes ! ---- And I appre- 
hend, it's like giving a Babe a two Penny Rattle to huſh him from 
crying. But ſee the Vote and judge of it, and what mighty Reaton 
the Chap has to triumph : It is as follows: — 


The Vote of the Houle. 


PO N reading a Memorial preſented by Mr. Roland Cotton, Clerk 
Tc of the Houſe, referring to a Letter ſent by Mr. Zames Allen, 
© containing, as he ſets Forth, ſundry Reflections on him, in order to 

| | . | C | | " prevent 


Lo — 


1 


46 prevent his being elected a Repreſentative, Se. The Houſe came 
FL into the following Vote, viz. That although the ſaid Mr. Roland 


_— << Cotton's Character ſtands well with the Houſe, yet they are of Opinion 
ms => C6.” t nt proper for the Houſe to enter into the Merits of the Cauſe 
& contain'd'in ſaid Memorial; and therefore Order'd that the ſame be 4 

Wy oh diſmiſs'd, and that the ſaid Mr. Roland Cotton be directed to bring 


r * « jy Bill to prevent any Perſons unduly and irregularly influencing 
—_—_ Sch others in 1 the, Onoice of a e for the future. = 


£| 

A true Copy Atteſt, Roland Cotton Cler. Rep. | 

I Vu Leave to obſerve, The Reflections upon which chis Memorial 4 
3 bullt, are, as he ſets forth, a mighty Foundation of Credit this! And ; 


pray obſerve how his negative Character is lugg'd in, viz. That he flands 
bell with this Hoſe : Which could not be judg'd of the 15th of May 
' when this Letter was wrote: The Engliſh of which, I apprehend 
to be this, That he has ſcrv'd the Houſe about {ix Days, and he ſtands 
well, becauſe not /figmatiz'd ; and the Houſe judging it not proper to 
enter into the Merits, allow'd no Opportunity to prove any Thing againſt 
him : A maſi ſure May not to be deteted ! But J perceive the mighty 
Flourith, and pretty Sugar Plumb is, That he bring in a Bill to prevent 
unduly and irregularly "influencing future Choices of Repreſentatives, 
WORey I take to be a ſevere Banter upon him; as no Body can think 
the Houſe ſuppos'd him capable of the Thing ; but aſſign'd him the 
= 'Zask as a Puniſhment for his impertinent Memorial, or elſe perhaps as a 
. fond Parent gives a crying Child a ſharp Knife to quiet him, tho' ſure 
to cut his Fingers. But if the dignified Memorialiſt, with ſome of his 
1 own Stamp, ſhould put their Sage Heads together and jumble up a Pad- 
r loch or coden Shoce Bill, and preſent it, I promiſe my ſelf the Pleaſure 
——_ 7 of moving to the Honourable Houſe for inſerting ſundry ſalutary Clauſes; 
= which fhall introduce with a merry Story as I heard it from an innen | 
- Gentleman of wy RE pA It is as follows; 


CC AV Wat! in the County of R. made a Buſineſs of ins upon 
| a Fiddle and drew away many People to hear the Muſick ; 
upon which a Com plaint or Memorial was put into the Church againſt 
him, and upon the Trial, (not before the Trial) he was order'd to ; 
0 be ſuſpended: But ſome "Tine. after, the ſaid Weaver mov'd for a oh 
6c * making a Loot Conteſlion ; ; and the Parſon putting 
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te the Queſtion, Brother Cn ſtarted up and agreed to hit Motions —_— 
« with an Amendment, That the Inſtrument ſhould be taken TT. to _m_—_ 


e prevent any ſuch undue and irregular Practices for the future; ich 
& as voted accordingly: Some Time after it ſo Happen'd, that Bro- 
, ther Cn was a Widower ( or if a Batchelor, is all one) and had 
* 2a handſome Maid, and happening to be too active, ſaid Maid prov'd 
“ with Child; upon which Brother C was call'd before the 


; © Church and ſuſpended ; and afterwards mov'd for Reſtoration ; which 


0 
( 


* 


charitable Brother Weaver agreed to with this Amendment, That 


o 
& 


> 


and irregular influencing the Propagation of Mankind for the FO : 
Which was voted accordingly. 


Any Perſon that makes a Buſinef of kiſſing the Gul 1 treats Rok, 


and begs hard for a Choice both in Town Meeting and out of it, that 
takes his Eſtate (which qualifies him for a Choice) from his Anceſtors 
by Deed of Gift to defraud the honeſt Creditors of their juſt Demands, 
which perhaps may be more than the whole Eftate ; every Perſon fo 


offending, ſhall be render'd for ever uncapable of a Seat in the Houſe 


of Repreſentatives, Theſe curſory Hints I give on a ſudden, and per- 


haps may muſter up more by. the Time the Bill (in Embrio, to be 
fram'd by an Embrio ) has a ſecond Reading. In the mean Time I beg 


Pardon for the Trouble given you, and believe me to be 


SI R, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 


1740. 


the Inſtrument ſhould be taken away, to prevent ſuch more than undue 
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